EJ THE UNIT! ID STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOB IKE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



HAROLD VEISHERG, ) 

Plaintiff ) 

) Ho. 2569-70 



U.8. GEHERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
AND U.S. NATIONAL ARCHIVES AED 
RECORDS SERVICE, 

Defendants) 




AFFIDAVIT OF JAMBS B. RHOADS 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ) 

S3 

CITY OF WASHINGTON ) 



Janes B. Rhoads, being duly sworn, deposes and saysj 

1. I am the duly appointed Archivist of the United States and, 
as such, I am the head of the Rational Archives and Records Service, 
one of the five operating services of the General Services Adminis- 
tration, an agency of the United States of America. My office is 
located in the Archives Building, 7th Street and Pe nns ylv ania 
Avenue, H.W. , Washington, D.C. The following statements are 

based upon information actjuired by me in connection with my 
services as Archivist and Deputy Archivist. 

2. As Archivist of the United States, pursuant to authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator of General Services l/, my 
responsibilities i n cl ud e the custody and preservation of i docu- 
ments and other articles on deposit in the Archives of the United 
States, including the clothing and personal effects of former 
President John F. Kennedy, consisting of a coat, shirt, necktie, 
shoes, socks, trousers, belt, handkerchief, comb, back brace, 

l/ The Administrator of General Services by general GSA Order 
ADM P 5-+50.39 (Chap 0 8, par. la(3) and (6)), dated May 5, 1964, 
has delegated to the Archivist of the United States all respon- 
sibility for the care and custody of documents and other articles 
on deposit in the Rational Archives and Records Service. 
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and shorts, which are referred to in the complaint filed in the above- 
entitled action. 

3. Said clothing and personal effects were transferred to the 
United States of America for deposit in the national Archives of the 
United States by the executors of the estate of the late President 

_John F. Kennedy by letter agreement dated October 29, i960, executed 
by Burke Marshall, on behalf of the executors of the estate of 
John F. Kennedy, ana by Lawson B. Knott, Jr., Administrator of 
General Services, on behalf of the United States of America. A copy 
of said letter agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit A. As author- 
ized by section 507(e)(1) of the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 19^9 (44 U.S.C. 397(e)(1)), said letter agreement, 
the validity of which has never been challenged by the Government 
of the United States, contains restrictions on the inspection of or 
access to said clothing. Said restrictions having been accepted on 
be h al f of the United States of America, compliance therewith is 
required by the letter agreement and by law. 

4. Pursuant to said agreement, access to the articles of clothing 
and personal effects is limited to certain Government officials and 
to serious scholars or investigators of matters relating to the death 
of the late President tor purposes relevant to their study thereof, 
and the Administrator of General Services is authorized to deny 
requests for access, or to impose conditions he deems appropriate 

on access, in order to prevent undignified or sensational reproduction 
of the articles of clothing (paragraph 1(2)). The agreement nn 
provides that, in order to preserve these articles against possible 
damage, the Ad m i ni strator is authorized to photograph or otherwise 
reproduce them for purposes of examination, in lieu of the originals, 
by such persons as are authorized to have access thereto (paragraph 
^■41 (1) )♦ addition, the Administrator is authorized to impose 
such other restrictions on access to and inspection of said articles 
of clothing as he deems necessary and appropriate to fulfill the 
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objectives of the agreaasat and his statutory responsibility under 
the Federal Property end Administrative Services Act of 19^9 to 
provide for the preservation, arrangefflent, and use of said mate- 
rials transferred to his custody for archival administration 
(paragraph VI). 

-=-• 5. Paragraph VXI of the letter agreement provides that am 
"duties , obligations and discretions" of the Administrator under 
the agresesnt say be delegated to the Archivist of the United 
States, As stated above, as Archivist of the United States, I 
have been delegated such authority. Pursuant thereto I have 
determined that serious scholars or investigators authorized to 
have access pursuant to paragraph 1(2) (b) may view photographs of 
said articles of clothing, but may not inspect or examine the 
articles of clothing themselves . 

6. The national Archives and Records Service, throu^i the 
Rational Archives and the Presidential Libraries, for which it is 
responsible, performs a very valuable service both for ingjortant 
public figures who give their papers and other historical materials 
to the United States and for scholars vho will eventually use these 
materials as basic sources ftor research. It provides secure storage 
for the papers end other historical materials and a professional 
staff to arrange and index such papers and other historical materials 
so as to make them more useful to scholars who will use them. She 
authority of the Rational Archives end Records Service to accept such 
gifts of papers and other historical materials subject to whatever 
conditions of limited access may be requested by the donor ensures 
that, during the period when a degree of sensitivity attaches to 
discussion of events and personalities, the rights of privacy of 
the donor and of persons discussed in the papers are fully pro- 
tected, It also ensures that valuable collections of papers and 
other historical materials will be saved and, with the passage of 
an appropriate period of time, will be made available "to 'writers. 
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scholars, and other interested persons for research use. To per- 
mit the confidential restrictions to be violated would completely 
destroy public confidence in the Federal Government's ability and 
willingness to honor its commitments to donors of papers, oral 
history transcripts, and other historical materials. If this con- 
fidence is destroyed, the validity of the whole concept of the 
Rational Archives and Presidential Libraries will be placed in 
question, and the future development of these and similar institu- 
tions will be inperiled. For, if public figures no longer can be 
assured that their interests will be protected when their papers 
and other historical materials are deposited in public institutions, 
they will cease to place important and sensitive materials in such 
institutions. The result will be a drying up of basic research 
resources in history, economics, public administration, and the 
social sciences generally, end consequent damage to the cause of 
education, culture, and public enlightenment. 

7. The showing of photographs of the areas on the clothing of 
the late President Kennedy that were damaged by a bullet is adequate 
for research purposes, complies with the terms of the letter agree- 
ment with the Kennedy family, and avoids any possible violation of 
the letter agreement. It seems probable that requests to see the 
clothing itself would be for the purpose of satisfying personal 
curiosity rather than for research purposes. If the National 
Archives undertook to show the clothing itself, a determination 
would have to be made concerning each person who requested permis- 
sion to see the clothing as to whether he was a "serious scholar or 
investigator of matters relating to the death of the late President" 
and whether his request was "for purposes relevant to his study 
thereof." This might have to be done on short notice and with 
inadequate information concerning the person involved, or in the 
alternative a procedure of requiring written applications and the 
submission of credentials by the applicant might have to be 
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8. In regard to the request of the Plaintiff to ha allowed to 
taka his own photographs of the clothing of the late President, 
this procedure would make it impossible for the National Archives 

to be sure of preventing violation of the terms of the letter agree- 
ment by '‘undignified or sensational reproduction" of the clothing. 

~The Plaintiff already has photographs in his possession which 
should he adequate for a ay research purpose he may have in mind. 

This includes a photographic print of FBI Exhibit 60 in Commission 
Document 107, an electrostatic copy of which is attached hereto 
as Exhibit B. Referring to this exhibit, the Plaintiff says in 
paragraph 31 of the Addendum to his Complaint, "The Department of 
Justice has given Plaintiff prints of such pictures which are of 
the kind which permit enlargement without distortion." 

9. Plaintiff has never specifically requested permission to 
examine the above-mentioned articles of clothing, nor has he 
specifically requested permission to photograph the above-men- 
tioned articles of clothing. Consequently, the National Archives 
and Records Service has never denied such requests. 







Subscribed and sworn to before me thi s^ - ^ d ay of September, 1970 



*<f. O&XL ^ 

Notary Public 



My Commission expires ^ 3 /,/ 




! '! .. . , h v ' V b;,'.oooy f'S- t 7=96C y., , \ 



i I, 



• " * : ' '■ , '"i'-C .V- rA*£Ar ■ 

X*a»eoa S« '--Kao'cs / . £’iM. •■&• • yi j 

;j j AYhy-ryb Administrator of GyaeraX' Servi 

i | uy &{£?.; 7£c *• Wachivisuon; -D 0 C v ••.•••• a.. h : .y p A /... ' \ ; ^ : ' N: : -• 

; .; . " . ' .. bear hr* Knott: ' ■ ■ , : s . ., ., p • f y. ... lit 

<: ] '£&•'/ •'••r.V Easily of the late President John F, Kenned/ •'•■'' 

concern oil; fch«r GovcrrcsciVu,of the United Scab's 



|;j :c .%‘y certain other materials relating to the secassiaatioa,- -:7 a v 
iij v'y h. ’ 'should ba deposited, safeguarded and preserved in eho ■■■?- 

•■/*/ ;■. ■-• ~ o.*. tec, Unj,t.oe orates as ct cy x ii.'. t of hist oricni • 
F ao ' £ ^; L y Retiree to prevent the undignified 

' or - ^'GAOthorc use, which would toad in any way -to die-' 
: li sA4"y4-'\ 't 'honor tne vccrcoxy of -tins lata President or cause unaacescosr 
hy grief />r suffering to. the rncahcrt of his Saxlly 'and thdeo * 
closely associated with hint;,- Wo Irncw the Govetnnent re-. ••"■ 
■ 1 1 ;-'I ; •’■" ~ yf 1 i bpocts theca desiryho '...by y //.A; -y >?< Gy ..;>.■ •_ : y ■;.- -A 

iijr- bj :r yy-%h >i; •• Accordingly; pursuant to ' the provisions of 44 U.s'a. y 
;ij ' yiy'257(o) (1) f the executors of the. estate of the, late Presi-c 

•;| ..yyVy.y- •: dene jonn ?» Kennedy hereby trtcxofwr to taa /.dsaini c. tsaco* 

•j iscihiyhyiiyof Ganaral- Sorvicec , act lay for rad oa behalf of the :; - t 
;; ’ ' '."••‘.v ?•/.••-/'••. • b ' aI r* c ‘ States of Arorica, for deposit in' the. national , •; ; 'i : 
: l hi ^—crinves of tea Unreed States s all of their right > title v h; 

'j hfbiAiviv ■',"■'.■■■/ . ■- hnfo rest iu al7ypf -tho parsons! clothing of the late 
: | y-coldaat .xiovr'-Xvi the" 'possession of the, United State's y ;.-> 

V- • Coveratjcat and idca.r.ifiedob.-; Appendix A,, end in cortoirr 
i| :.•: .X-rays. rnid pltotosra.;»hs coKapeted' vrifch the autopsy of the ' ■ 









' ) r '* ‘ 4 






•Into Pr osident refers rod to' ± a Append A; B, and the Ad- ; -V 
rdnistrntor accepts wie sarao* for' and in the naac ore the ■. 
United Shotas : . for deposit 'in Cho. Katioil-a'i. Archives of.: - ; 
<;b.o United iahdid Subject fc<5 CllCs ioXiCAidt .h'hiidVhti.o'ht h ' 

1 Avic/. V." tiv-Cj. A. i/ A I 1 * » -V ; ■’ i <v^ ^ * ' ’ * »/•/'.» /” *-♦ vT* A 4» *. i ■ . .y 

, J- Cv'C C-. X iCOG-^vlOXiC* ^ $!• W.l.O.Cl'J*? p, 2,1 £ <•/ OX*\ Jj U/.COt^Lj-UVhr.v ; 

••nr.d. sis tors a ore. day of thcas .dp., be dp'idp >;. h./V ;-p.;yU 

eye “ (X) ' Koa&’of the isatarials identified :ta Appendix A ; 

; .(' : thci Appendix. A Jaa& eria'is”) .. shsllhe plscyd bn public y v y 

;.•■• •■.: •• ( 2 ) Aca cob to' tho AppehidJay A ssfeoeryus- sha'IX bo' tp- 
ypexciifcCed o«ly tos . .■•.; v: : ’P ;. •■A. .A:'- .. .•• ■ -•• .> A A 

iy-y; ;. ; ;:y : ' ';• ..' (q) -/ u ^ poison ' to bob for s com--' •'•' 



;l '.-. -A' 



^ j ' V\>\ • 



:Vo<A; Xatc: BrcsiclQEfc s for purposes udcM.n, the ibr/estl- pPP 
pvyh:;' gafcivvi jurisdiction of such cosaitCes,. corsaissica *. '.' 
&.V 'f< : or agency* ;p. d.: ,p-‘- • '.y ; • V •• .;; y- 

Ai svA ■"'" (b) ; Any serious' scholar or investigator of : 
Ah.A- - ; K;st tors relating to Ch.cs death of cho iete President., 
X-AyA/for purposes relotsi at Co his study thereof. The 
fh'-biv Administrator shell have full authority to cony 
pp r p’ . requests' for. Access or to impose condd.CJ.ons he. •Ay's 
■■ r/-.: ■ . dorm co prop/ >r re t c on access s in order to prevent, p 



dy -'.che Abcd.nistrafor's recporiSibiXitlftS under t'oi, 
:yy'; : .pars.ipccpht I{2) (b) <,'.'. : yby. pypp: f.y -A. 










loto Provide; xt referred to in Appendix B } ae.d tho Ac-*’ 

iT*C v-Oli \-AXO. SvvTjO-, f o C-0 i *UO. \P.V.i V ~OC* C- 0.{. C.-C Ci ■ 

■_ '•■. _ ij-z.i.t, v\C.CL k>^*?iuCo - 5h ^ P C i O 1 - C C A i . - COO. ^.‘i'cXc , l .O a. 1 . A a -. C vl.vV 5- O .’ ' 

'■;;-; v ’ ;'cc-. ; the United States'.. subject to tho following /restrictions,;. ' 

.-■‘•-.‘•c*. .. ■. \‘0iV. , ..CD. C113.J-.L CO*‘it*Ll;.“0-CV XtX OfcOC t C-aPP/if, VttO. Of tOG: 

President's vcidcw p d&vigjites?* cop.j, parents/ brothers 

' - ...... **. ’ .' UO.O., t?.Vo 1*0373 -) Op. 0. -u,'/ OP itOr Z .- .... . / ‘-A .;;..■' ■ ’/f..'.. >- .-• . .• . -■ -p* ■ 

:v- > ;?i; v?'c •’ (;.) ' iJoaoTof the Tcctori..alo identified la Appenclir A ; 

• (' rcc fpp,,rh.:o A ii;3tercisis ,s } Abtl'I-bc* place! c-a yubl .a; 

yfXysj/.v^ (2) Access to' tho Appendix A KaterjU&s ' shall be' it-? 
/'l^hfolpe^itfced ovxiy t-OS '. •• 2- A: •••"' ;. .••,.! *.'!•’• • iW-b . .... A 






'■' (a) Any pQt'coa du£ho?;ls&4 so «ct for <i co!?,--' ■'•' 
dittoes of the Congress, £o;^ v, 5?^e^idp;'iti>&I eosniitfcSG 
or coa»vi«r.:lor{ s ' or for toy other official aeaney of y 

LilvU C'ii.J. <lOV O .V..'. I Av/Oj.iO i. k<!>LV' X.V 7,^. *;3,\ L* i iVA A 1. i.*0 .. . ' 

I'/u.v lurv^'c-c-^-^A u ooo CsC; *.1 ox uuci ■•- ';.. 

>r purpose-3 uxlthr.r 



' 7 -r. -r, o-j ^ 



;ctive jurisdiction of such cot 
■r &«o»cv» ' '•...•• ••■' ■ ..•■•'■ - ■.:•■■' .• 



O sU>0 OX Ullci •• 

1 A io osur*- 1 * 

coirrixtssicu: 



■ '. .vV'.;f. :: 1 Vy v r: ■' ' ' (h) • Any ' serious ' scholer or ircteofioator of 

.iy- ..y- .vTcsttcrc rolatias to the deatix of tho late Prcsidccd;^ 
vhc-’ - : '-tr'yr ; 'for pxirposas reXovaat to hit study thereof. Tho. • ' / •■ ' 
Adciaistrofcr c-lxcdl bwa full avt'chority to cor.y ; . ! 

•;Ayv-'h.y r v' • requests for. accost ? or to Jjcyose ccAxfd.t5.ons he. ■! ;?; 
;: ./.:--:;-.V ’ •■•.••:•'• • . decjao expropriate oa access s in order to prevent ?' '■_' 
•yy.i'hyy yy.'uxxdicrnifiod or CDnaati-onal 'reproductiori of the " hy 

.. ***. t *. >.c \t C-U .u o c or tee Cl-oo<- ^v-i or cay po.-soxf, . ■ ■ !• 

’ h;i iff fX desityatou by tho Attorney General 'tilth respect to.yy 
:f ;:ph-yhy;f'.tha Afe-hxisfrafor r s roc.ponsib5,liti&o rrador this , . y 
• „; •••;•' flf .Iryperrycuph 1(2) (b) * ;. /: :. fhVh t:-y -.yf 'y; •:’; , 




'- ""■■■& '- C 'AS \ 



Exhibi 




i Sa'/aIJ ".; %<■:"■ % 

= SS^d.4i!*Ti. ; ', • NW».fjv A-A}v%5 4tV\ ’• 

XA - .imX'A -7 ■ • . /C ' .>' • -V . 



Tr^W;- : 'V 



e " 1 



' $U?sVpt i-i'f'f'- sb AA'A. ■ X • 7 

, WfiZ-’W -X ■ : i ! AA V 

& ’"Air a a’- . v 1 



•• 4 iAN£L 35 '* ' 

-■UvfrZ^.- ■ A-AV 



- ,r;,'- ' 



WX. '. 

-A A; ;•> 

* . ’ - ■ ' 

‘ ; • ,' x 



T?> 



/I 

{■ A 



P -ir^ ; •■ ? ' i :,V . ' >!; A 

■■- ■■ *&.•. . . 

> t I- *" 'i •v-j-jfc-.S&Jt \ _ is.™,.-, j , V 

-.■A* * ' 

*• >s ■' c-- > 0 - w 

.^ • v': . •■ o v l^t. V'A ^ 




\ -a , 



,. x .v 

i -i.i 

r.-- 



,.;W> 

• VaA* 

, *oiA« 



A. 



-. *'u 



7 . -A ■ 
A > Ty.-vi' 

; yyAA.jA'.E 



v\ 



■ V ■ ■ ■ s&rszrf-fs <> 

. V. y ■■£■ wsiid!^ 4 , i #“•' 

'. c vT:i *> »* 

f -\ \ ■ ■ k - .% 

:■■'/ A- C! ^ i' . ■ ' 

! '■ \ .' V' ■ ;! f . ' 

^ . \ '-.w. . *r >. 

’ . V.'-XvV 4 ! »v. , 



it 



A77mi!i¥i : i|7 

- VvX’-M ) ? ■ • -A ' i’Tftl ? ' 

’ — • _ ^ & ; lai i 

^ t. 



HICK EXPOSED 
WHITE LINING 
OF TIE 









./A’aT'.T 

T'V'-7 /i 
ygr-'::' v' A 

v A 7 - • ■-•■: ?•>• 




’!•?'.'■ '■V-y.'T'A 
V'T ;■’ f. -A-V 'X 



•yfA s '-i‘‘y\y ; v’, T ■ l ; ■ y. ■ 

u'v'.;y‘„y; . 





fe? 



■ -■'L 

•:4 



?• vk'T-k - ' - --I 

4'V ,1< r \V- -, 'v»vriV-.' >-• ■* . .' ■•• 1 

•?*- t *y. V :%1 . ''•'..• r - ■' '•■; ' 

L r t! j'j w *« • . ••'■' i r - ,v f 

fr j'-.v* , -x.-' ■••: •; • f /;* >f*.4 

tvu.'.jv.yi'i ; i i- hxJ i' ; t _ 5 




v r > ?“ 

tO i ;>: i . 

1 >AI 3 O r. A I O H V 






2k''' 



r # 

/// 

//: 



f 



\ y ■ 'v ... 

i ( .<? r • 

X. , a/a '■' ,.A 



/// 
<-■/ ■ 



t'K 



i -nr 



/, 



f Ti 



>L;.- TLtW ... :Ai '! ; 



.v-l 



.■ii 

!:1 



VIEW OF THE BACK OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY’S SHIRT WITH CLOSF-UP 
OF BULLET ENTRANCE HOLE. LOWER TWO PHOTOGRAPHS SHOW PRO- 
JECTILE EXIT HOLE IN COLLAR AND NICK IN RIGHT SIDE OF TIE. 
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